This epistle is an urgent apostolic appeal to one
brother, Timothy, who is about to live through one of the
greatest disasters in history, the radical and complete
departure of the professing Church of God from the truth
that establishedit. Infestationwith corrupting teaching and
influences is beginning. To cap it off, the apostle Paul is
about to depart to be with Christ, which is far better for
him. Years before, he could write the Philippians from
prison:

Philippians 1:20 According to my ear nest expectation and
my hope, that in nothing | shall be ashamed, but that with
all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 21
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if |
live in the flesh, thisis the fruit of my labour: yet what |
shall choose | wot not. 23 For | amin a strait betwixt two,
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; whichis
far better: 24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more
needful for you. 25 And having this confidence, | knowthat
| shall abide and continue with you all for your
furtherance and joy of faith; 26 That your rejoicing may
be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to
you again.
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Now he finds himsalf imprisoned a second time. Thereis
no more for himto do. It was no longer more needful for
himto remain. He hascombated the good combat, finished
hiscourse, Ch4:____. Nothing needful to do but writethis
letter to Timothy, to equip, establish, prepare, and
encouragethesaintsfor thedifficult daysahead. They will
comprise the faithful remnant, maintaining a small but
bright testimony in the midst of the increasing darkness
overtaking the Church of God on the earth. Meanwhile
Paul will give the faithful martyr’'s final witness to the
Roman Emperor and suffer the martyr’ s death he knowsis
close at hand.
Philippians2:17 Yea, and if | be offered upon the sacrifice
and service of your faith, | joy, and rejoice with you all.
{offered: Gr. poured forth, asa libation offering, flambe.}
As he requests parchments, he apparently at least intends
towriteto some others. If written they were not preserved
for us.
Paul’ s last appeal isto all believers, then and now, not
justto Timothy. Itisfull of encouragement for the fearful,
warning for the careless and promise for the faithful.
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